
 

Project supported by the European Commission   

Contract no.: 283393   

 

 
 
 
 
REPORT ON THE RADIONET3 NETWORKING ACTIVITY 
 
 

 

 

 

TITLE: THE RADIO UNIVERSE @ GER’S WAVELENGTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATE: 4-7 NOV 2013  TIME:  3.5 DAYS 

LOCATION: 
 

GRONINGEN, THE NETHERLANDS 

MEETING WEBPAGE http://www.astron.nl/gerfeest 

HOST INSTITUTE: UNIVERSITY OF GRONINGEN AND ASTRON 

PARTICIPANTS NO: 

 

MAIN LEADERS:  

106 

 

PROF S. ZAROUBI AND PROF R. MORGANTI 

 
 



 

Project supported by the European Commission   

Contract no.: 283393  2 / 3 

 

 
 
 
REPORT: 
 

1. Programme of the meeting 
 
Attached. 

 
2. Scientific Summary 

 
Radio astronomy at very low frequencies is currently undergoing a major revolution. A number of radio 
interferometers have been recently built/upgraded (e.g., LOFAR, MWA, GMRT) or under planning (SKA) 
that will explore the Universe at low frequencies in unprecedented sensitivity, resolution and field of view. 
These images facilitate the exploration of a large number of astronomical fields. In addition, achieving 
such high quality deep images requires the development of novel and powerful radio interferometry 
techniques. During this year the LOFAR telescope has started taking very deep and high quality images 
of the radio sky at ~2-4 meters wavelength. These data together with other radio and optical data allow 
the study of a number of exciting topics, which will be the focus of this conference. 
 
This year will also mark the 65th birthday of Prof. Ger de Bruyn who has been a leading figure in radio 
astronomy in the last few decades and has been instrumental in the development of LOFAR, especially 
the LOFAR-EoR key science project. This conference is also planned as a celebration of his scientific 
career and achievements. Therefore, the topics of the conference have also been chosen to coincide 
with his scientific interests, which naturally fit into the topic of high quality imaging in the radio Universe. 
 
In particular the conference will focus on the following topics: (i) The Epoch of Reionization (EoR); (ii) 
Galactic and Extragalactic Foreground Emission (Synchrotron, Galactic magnetism, EoR foregrounds in 
general, AGNs, Radio Giants, DDRGs, Variability, BLRs,); (iii) Surveys at Low Radio Frequencies; and 
(iv) Foundations of Radio Astronomy (Faraday Rotation Measure Synthesis, Scintillation, Calibration of 
Radio interferometers, RFI mitigation, Radio arrays design in general). 
 
In total 106 participants attended the conference: 67.9% from the Netherlands, 7.5% from other EU 
countries, 10.3% from Canada and USA, 2.8% from South Africa, 6.6% from Australia and New Zeeland, 
2.8% from India, and 2.1% from China and Japan. The fraction of students and young researchers was  
38.7% and the fraction of female participants was 17%. 
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3. Attendance list (incl. participant names, affiliation and country) signed by the 
participants and confirmed by the organizer 
 

Attached to this form. 
 
4. Financial Report / RadioNet3 contribution 

 
RadioNet3 contribution is 2500 EUR, which covers ~7% of the costs of the conference. 
RadioNet3 contribution is used in the following way:  

1) 1600 EUR for invited speakers (travel/accommodation costs) 
Benedetta Ciardi (MPA, Germany): 500 EUR 
Richard Schilizzi (University of Manchester, UK): 500 EUR 
Maarijke Haverkorn (University of Nijmegen, NL): 300 EUR 
Huub Rottgering (University of Leiden, NL): 300 EUR 

2) 800 EUR for conference dinner (10 x 80 EUR) 
Benedetta Ciardi (MPA, Germany): invited speaker 
Richard Schilizzi (University of Manchester, UK): invited speaker 
Maarijke Haverkorn (University of Nijmegen, NL): invited speaker 
Huub Rottgering (University of Leiden, NL): invited speaker 
George Heald (ASTRON, NL): invited speaker 
Thijs van der Hulst (University of Groningen, NL): invited speaker 
Jan Nordam (ASTRON, NL): SOC member 
Peter Barthel (University of Groningen, NL): LOC member 
Michiel Brentjens (ASTRON, NL): LOC member 
Wim Brouw (University of Groningen and ASTRON, NL): LOC member 
 

3) 100 EUR for logistic expenses  
 

5. Conference Proceedings and Web page 
 

We will not publish Conference Proceedings.  
Presentations will be available on the conference website: http://www.astron.nl/gerfeest 

 
 
 




















