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2. Scientific Summary 

The 5th IAA (Int. Academy of Astronautics) "Search for Life Signatures Symposium" was held at UNESCO, 
Paris on the 20-21 March 2014 (see http://iaaweb.org/content/view/555/739/). The meeting was attended by 
around 40 participants and 22 oral presentations were made. The meeting was organised by profs. C. 
Maccone and M.A. Garrett - the full programme and some 
images of the meeting are attached. Although the event focused on SETI (the Search for Extra-terrestrial 
Intelligence), the presentations were wide-ranging, providing a broad review of the current state-of-the-art, 
including various technical, judicial and cultural themes. Celebrated exoplanet hunter, Prof. Geoff Marcy was 
one of a distinguished set of invited speakers. The meeting was opened by Lidia Brito, Director of Division of 
Science Policy & Capacity Building of UNESCO.  
The first day included a meeting of the SETI Permanent Committee of the IAA (agenda of this open meeting 
is also included). Several issues arising from that meeting are of interest to both the scientific community and 
general public at large. In particular, the SETI PC agreed to update the post-detection SETI protocols 
(guidelines on how the detection of a SETI signal should be verified and later disseminated).  In addition, with 
a marked increase in METI (Messaging ETI also known as "active SETI"), a subgroup of the SETI PC has 
been tasked to review whether guidelines regulating this activity are appropriate. On the latter topic, it was 
clear from the discussions in the PC itself that there are a wide range of different professional opinions on 
this matter.  
The next meeting of the SETI PC will take place at the IAC in Toronto, in October 2014.  
 
The two pictures below were taken during the Symposium. 
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3. Attendance list (incl. participant names, affiliation and country) signed by 

the participants and confirmed by the organizer 
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4. Financial Report / RadioNet3 contribution 

 
The RadioNet3 contribution amounted to Euros 3,300, which were used to support the logistics 
of the meeting and the coffee breaks. 
  
 

5. Conference Proceedings and Web page 
 

Further information on the meeting can be found at the meeting webpage is 
http://iaaweb.org/content/view/555/739/. 

 
 
 
 
 


